
 [original in Persian, translated by FFMI, emphasis added, shortened] 

 

June 16, 2013   

To:  The Honorable Dr Hassan Rohani, President Elect of Iran  

 

In the Name of God 

هَ  إِنَّ  وا أَن َيأُْمُرُكمْ  اللـَّ ﴾٥۸-النساء﴿ أَْهلَِها إِلَىٰ  اْألََماَناتِ  ُتَؤدُّ  

“God commands you to return trusts to their rightful owners” 

 

The Iranian presidential election of June 2013 is rich with lessons worthy of attention.  The world 

witnessed large popular participation and the election of a president in the first round of voting. A wide 

range of social, political, and economic leaders supported your campaign, including leading figures in the 

reform movement such as [former presidents] Mohammad Khatami and Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani.  

Regime leaders, including the Leader himself, were instrumental in permitting the necessary 

environment for such an election.  Overall, the Iranian presidential election of 2013 is a sign that the 

Iranian nation is responding to our dangerous circumstances in an increasingly rational and 

responsible manner. 

 

The election showed that the majority of Iranians support gradual, cautious and prudent reforms of the 

system.  By their active presence on the scene, this election showed that average Iranians can have a 

real influence on power in Iran.  In doing so, they have strengthened the notion of democratic popular 

rule, contributed to political stability, and created hope for resolution of the dangerous crises facing 

Iran.  This election proves that the solution to Iran’s problems reside inside Iran and solely with the 

Iranian people.  Most of all, this election and the positive international reaction to it shows that 

rationality and reason are our most powerful tools in strengthening Iran’s interests and security. 

 

Dear Dr Rohani,  Iran is completing a chapter in her long history and is witnessing transformations in 

traditions and values shaped over centuries by our Iranian and Islamic heritage.  At the same time, Iran 

faces unprecedented external threats by enemies that have taken aim at Iran’s territorial integrity.  Our 

salvation depends upon maintaining the national unity and reconciliation begun with this election.  

The voting population and regime officials exhibited a degree of  cooperation not seen before, raising 
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hope of national reconciliation.  This hope is now entrusted to your hands.  It can only be protected and 

nourished with wisdom, caution, and selfless devotion. 

 

I sincerely hope that this election, which today is being called an historic political victory, comes to be 

seen as a strategic change for Iran.  The first concrete signs of this will be the freedom for all political 

reform activists, including [2008 reform leaders] Mr Karrubi, Mr Mousavi, and Mrs Rahnavard.   

 

Dear Dr Rohani, In addition to offering our congratulations to the strong mandate handed to you in this 

election, please be reminded of this commandment from our Lord: ( َها َيا ۱- المائده( بِاْلُعقُود أَْوفُوا آَمُنوا الَِّذينَ  أَيُّ  

“Oh you who believe: Keep you promises!”  Please keep in mind the promises you have made to the 

people of Iran.  You have taken on to role of the Presidency of the Islamic Republic at a time when it is 

an extremely heavy burden and a major personal trial.   

 

On behalf of myself and all of the friends and supporters of the Freedom Movement I pray that you 

emerge from this test with the greatest of successful and honor.  

 

للمتقين والعاقبه   “…and success will go to those steadfast in self-control.” 
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